
 

O ffi c i a l  P u b l i c a ti o n  o f  C h a r l o tt e  C o u n t y  J a z z  S o c i e t y ,  I n c . 

 All That’s Jazz                                

 

 Volume 30, Issue 1                                                           February — March 2019 

Concerts begin at 7 pm, at the William H Wakeman III Theater 
Cultural Center of Charlotte County, 2280 Aaron Street, Port Charlotte, FL 33952 

 

Admission  is FREE for CCJS members; $20  for non-members.  
 

Tickets are available at the box office starting at 6:30 pm on concert night or in advance  through 
the box office at (941) 625-4175 X 221. Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.               

Cultural Center website - www.theculturalcenter.com                                                                             
Theater management contact (941) 625-4175 X 240 

On February 11, the Charlotte County Jazz Society will present the Pe-
ter and Will Anderson Trio.  Born and raised in Washington D.C., the 
identical twins are virtuoso performers on woodwind instruments and 
specialize in classic jazz.  The Juilliard School graduates have per-
formed with the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, Village Vanguard 
Orchestra, Wycliffe Gordon, Cecile McLorin Salvant, Paquito D’Rivera, 
Wynton Marsalis and can be heard on the 2014 Grammy-winning 
soundtrack of HBO’s Boardwalk Empire with Vince Giordano’s Night-
hawks. The Andersons have performed in over 40 U.S. states, through-
out Brazil, Japan and six times in NYC’s famed Highlights in 
Jazz series, alongside Lou Donaldson, Jimmy Heath, Ken Peplowski, 
Steve Turre, Warren Vache, and Jimmy Cobb. 

On March 11, the Charlotte County Jazz Society will present the 
unique sound of the Jim Roberts Saxtet. Throughout his forma-
tive years in the business he lived and performed in New York 
City. While there he worked with prominent artists like Dizzy Gil-
lespie, Howard McGhee, Thad Jones, Illinois Jacquet, Ron 
Carter and Charlie Rouse. He has appeared on the "Today 
Show" and "Good Morning America" as well as the Newport 
Jazz Festival, the Kool Jazz Festival and the Greenwich Village 
Jazz Festival. 

On April 8, a cool evening of hot Latin Jazz with some 
of the world’s top artists when the M&M Latin Jazz 
Ensemble performs original music and some classic 
jazz standards with International Latin Jazz sensation 
Michiko Morell (Japan's Michiquita), vocals and per-
cussion; Marty Morell (Bill Evans Trio), vibraphone; 
Richard Drexler (Jeff Berlin Trio;The Jazz Professors) 
piano; Jeff Rupert (Maynard Ferguson, Sam Rivers), 
tenor sax; Ben Kramer bass, Carlito Garcia, congas.  

A LOOK AHEAD 
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Community Partners 

 

Printed by :  
2320 Tamiami Trail 
Port Charlotte,  
941-624-3713 

2018-2019 CCJS Supporters  
 

 

Annual Deluxe Membership: ($500 - $10,000)  
  Jerry & Lynda Platt 
 

Big Band Swinger:($250-$499)    
 

Cool Cat: ($100-$249)  
 Sally Scholz & Jim Howarth 
 Barbara Howe McPherson & Gene McPherson 
 Lucille & Gene Murphy 
   

Bopper: ($50-$99) 
 Alice & George Clattenburg 
 Jack Lucey 
 

 Hipster: ($15-$49) 
  Marilyn Burysz 
  David Dunlap 
  

Car, Homeowners  & Life Insurance Quotes 
Graddy Insurance 

Mick Graddy 
2825 Tamiami Trail 

Punta Gorda FL  33950 

In Honor of our Musical Grandsons         
Sam & Scott Stover    

Nathan & Jonah Albert                                     
Love, Nana & Grandad Platt 

 

 

 
50/50 WINNERS 

HERB BERST 
DAVID DUNLAP 
JOE SKOWYRA 
JOHN VESEY 

 

 

 

Jazz at the Library concert: March 13 

On March 13 at 6 p.m. Jazz at the Library will present a 
free concert co-sponsored by the Jazz Society and the 
Charlotte County Library system. The 70 minute concert 
will be held at the large meeting room of the Mid County 
Regional Library, 2050 Forest Nelson Blvd. Appearing 
will be a half dozen musicians from around South Flori-
da, including Chris Brown, Johnny Moore, Mike Par-
melee, and Matt Bokulic. The Jazz at the Library Series 
began more than a dozen years ago, and has featured a 
long list of South Florida's better known performers.  
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Eric & Amy Barrett 
Rosemary Blake 
Neva Burton 
Lois & Joe Caposella 
Gertrude Carter 
Bernadette & Michael Coats 
Margaret & Bill Copp 
Vonna Cranston 
Susan & John Cravers 
Ann Di Nicola 
Karen Dunlop 
Joseph Fenty 
Martha Fyfe 
Robert J. Gilhooley 
Kathlyn Gooding 
Mary & Kenneth Greulich 
John Hooper 

Lana Johson 
Mimi Chang & Mark Joseph 
Joan & Glenn King 
Carol Burkett & Herb Levin 
Bonnie Leroy 
Judith & David Martinson 
Jeanette & Bob Martimo 
Gary Roberts 
Victoria  & Wally Roth 
joann & Tim Schwob 
Melinda & Gregory Smith 
Margaret Sparks 
Lois White 
Stephen Wierhake 
Mary Jane & Miles Williams 
Nancy Zemarel 
Laura Zurawski 

Jodi & Don Alphin  
Carol & Hugo Berntsson 
Hans Blatter 
Joan & James Bondick 
Camille & Patrick Bradley 
Chris (Fitzgerald) Brown 
Marilyn Burysz 
Dianne & Thomas Canoles 
Wonda Carter & Fred Capitelli 
Emilie Deskins & Daniel Cobb 
George-Ann Howell & Jerry Ciccone 
Rita & Richard Cronan 
Sandi Davidson 
David Dunlap 
Peter Durham 
Susan Felker 
Frances & William Folchi 
Ken Franckling 
Virginia & Charles Gemmell 
Elizabeth Hustman 
Mary & Alan Kiernan 
Joan & Glenn King 
Jeanette Jossi & Robert Klitzke 
Pam Koontz 
Ed Kosiewicz 
Jayne Dietsch & Marvin Kowalewski 
Barbara Kratt 
Laura Laurence 
Barbara LeRoy 

Carol & Jack Lovell 
Judith Lowes 
Bill Main 
Sandra & Donald Mager 
Margaret Martinek 
Sue & Larry Mesler 
Jane & Ken Meyer 
Barbara Howe McPherson 
& Gene McPherson 
Jo Moorer 
Judith Oswald 
Richard Parent 
Philip Polson 
Charlotte Quinn 
Annette & Thurman Rasmussen 
Doris & Rudy Reinecke 
Terret Reiss 
Lynn Ritchie 
Barrie Smiley 
Lee Thompson 
Lucy & Alfred Tyminski 
Jacqueline Vadney 
DJ & Richard Volkart 
Judi & John Walton 
Linda & John Walsh 
Evelyn Welsh 
Agnes West 
Beverly & George Westacott 
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The late 1950s and the 1960s were fertile years in the development of the hard-bop style. That incubation was so 
dominated by the players of one jazz record label that it has become known as The Blue Note Era because the 
Blue Note label’s bands and future bandleaders had an indelible impact on 
modern jazz.   

Trumpeter Dan Miller and tenor saxophonist Lew Del Gatto celebrated that 
style and spirit on Monday, December 10, performing with their rock-solid 
quintet for the Charlotte County Jazz Society. While Miller has performed 
at CCJS concerts in the past, this was the first appearance by Del Gatto, 
pianist John O’Leary, bassist Brandon Robertson and drummer Paul 
Gavin. Del Gatto spent 25 years in NBC’s “Saturday Night Live” Band and 
was a first-call New York studio musician for many years.  

With finesse and firepower, they dug into the music that mostly originated 
in the bands of drummer Art Blakey and pianist Horace Silver, but also 

touched on saxophonists Tina Brooks and 
Wayne Shorter, and trumpeter Kenny 
Dorham before ending the generous evening with three classics composed by 
pianist Herbie Hancock.  

The material included Benny Golson’s “Blues March” and “Are You Real?,” and 
pianist Bobby Timmons’ classic “Moanin’,” first recorded when they were in Bla-
key’s Jazz Messengers band; Silver’s “Song for My Father,” “Strollin’” and 
“Peace”; Brooks’ exotic “Gypsy Blue” , which first appeared on trumpeter Fred-
die Hubbard’s Open Sesame album; and Dorham’s “Blue Bossa.”  

Miller—a high-octane veteran of the Harry Connick Jr., Woody Herman and 
Maynard Ferguson bands and the Wynton Marsalis-led Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra 
– used keen and sometimes humorous anecdotes to put each song and its composer 
into context. He described Silver’s “Peace” as one of the most beautiful ballads in jazz, 
adding that “its message is as important today as when he wrote it.” Del Gatto under-
scored that notion with a probing and sweet tenor solo.  

The band also dug into “Lester Left Town,” which 
Shorter wrote in the wee hours after learning that sax-
ophonist Lester Young had died. The evening closed 
with Hancock’s “Watermelon Man,” which was a mega-
hit for Mongo Santamaria, “Maiden Voyage” and 
“Cantaloupe Island.”  

All five players were in synch all night long, whether 
soloing themselves or comping behind the other solo-
ists. The ensemble playing – and the unexpected ac-
cents that Gavin, O’Leary and Robertson added at var-
ious moments – added much to this splendid night. It 
underscored that this hard-bop sound remains vibrant 
60 or so years after its incubation.  

The concert drew a crowd of nearly 300 to the 
William H. Wakeman III Theater at the Cultural 
Center of Charlotte County in Port Charlotte.  

 
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Honoring the creativity and spirit of a key jazz era 
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     Lew Del Gatto, Dan Miller 

Paul Gavin  

John O’Leary 

Brandon Robertson 

O’Leary, Del Gatto, Robertson, Miller, Gavin 
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The Mike Frost Band was a pleasant surprise at the Charlotte County Jazz Society’s January 14 concert in Port 
Charlotte, stepping boldly into more contemporary genres while also digging deep into the mainstream jazz canon.  

 

This was the Aiken, South Carolina-based group’s first appearance in Port Char-
lotte – and in Florida, for that matter. The unit featured leader Mike Frost on 4- 
and 5-string electric basses; Lauren Meccia on alto and saxophones, wind syn-
thesizer and vocals; Shannon Pinckney on piano and electric keyboard; and Ron 
Green on drums.  
 

The quartet skillfully blended jazz and the jazz sensibility 
with a bit of Latin, some pop classics and even a taste of 
rhythm & blues. The result underscored that fact that jazz is 
a musical process, not a specific repertoire. It’s not what 
you play, it’s how you play it. Their polished blend of con-
temporary jazz and updates of some familiar classics 
worked well – because the players delivered the goods.  

 

The standards scattered throughout their two sets included 
“That Old Black Magic,” “You Don’t Know What Love Is,” How High the Moon,” “Night and Day” 
and Paul Desmond’s “Take Five," dropping in a few bars of the "Theme from Mission Impossi-
ble" to add a novel twist to the Dave Brubeck quartet’s signature tune. There were a few more-
modern jazz pieces: Chick Corea’s exotic “Spain” and a Herbie Hancock medley featuring 
“Cantaloupe Island” and “Watermelon Man.”  
 

The other material, equally strong, brought more surprises in this concert setting.  
Here are some examples:  
 

• Their take on Michel LeGrand’s “The Windmills of Your Mind,” inspired by a 
David Sanborn-Randy Crawford collaboration, featured Meccia on soprano sax and 
vocals. Her instrumental tone and soulfulness on this song and most others, re-
vealed a deep influence by the late saxophonist Grover Washington Jr. That is not 
a bad thing. 
• The band’s version of “Come Away With Me,” a mega-hit for Norah Jones, 
showcased Frost’s serious chops on his electric basses. His soloing, and his cushion 
beneath Meccia’s vocals, became conversational bass lines. 
• Frost had much the same impact on the Beatles hit “Blackbird,” his bass almost singing along behind Meccia’s 
vocals and her solo on her EWI (Electronic Wind Instrument), a saxophone-like 
synthesizer that the late Michael Brecker brought into jazz in 1987. 
• Meccia’s vocals on “Songbird,” written by Fleetwood Mac’s Christine McVie 
but popularized through an  Eva Cassidy posthumous release, were both soaring 
and beautiful.  

 
The band also dug into the 1960s Bobby Hebb 
pop hit, “Sunny,” Bill Withers’ “Ain’t No Sun-
shine,” Dave Stewart’s “Lily Was Here” (which 
he recorded in 1990 with contemporary jazz 
saxophonist Candy Dulfer), and Earth Wind & 
Fire’s “Getaway.”   
 

The crowd dug the night’s 
fusion with enthusiasm, 
clamoring for more at the 
end, and then entreating 
the band members to 
come back soon.  

 

The concert, drawing a crowd of nearly 300, was at the Cul-
tural Center of Charlotte County's WIlliam H. Wakeman III 
Theater.  

Reprinted with permission from writer-
photographer Ken Franckling’s Jazz Notes blog. 

 Frost Band heats things up 

Pinckney, Meccia, Frost, Green 

Mike Frost 

         Meccia, Frost 

   Lauren Meccia 

       Ron Green 

       Shannon Pinckney 
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Hotline (941) 766-9422 & www.ccjazz.org  

YOU CAN BECOME A LEGACY SUPPORTER 
Charlotte County Jazz Society is deeply grateful to former members Marjorie Jean 
Biermann, Helen Langdon, and Donatella and Ken Neumann.  Their generous be-
quests now play a major role in helping fund the outstanding jazz artists brought to 
our community by CCJS.  They have also been instrumental in supporting our com-
mitment to pass on our love of jazz with the awarding of annual scholarships to 
graduating high school seniors.  We invite you to join us in our mission to preserve, 
promote and present live jazz by including CCJS in your will, trust, retirement ac-
count or life insurance policy, or with a donation to CCJS in honor or memory of a 
fellow jazz lover. For more detailed information, please contact any CCJS officer or 
director as listed on the last page.   

Our jazz jams are on the FIRST Sunday of each month at 
the Kingsway Golf Course, 13625 SW Kingsway Cir, Lake Suzy, FL 34269 
from 1 - 4 pm.  We’re all about jazz.  Come sit in or just sit and enjoy. 
 
Tickets are FREE for members, and $5 for non-members (cash or check).  
Food and drinks are available for purchase with CREDIT CARD only. 
 

JAM DATES: 
 

FEB 3, MAR 3, APR 7, 2019 
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For more information, Fred Capitelli   941-743-2157  

 

JAZZ Tuesdays thru Saturdays 
at            

JD’S JAZZ CLUB & FINE DINING 
1951 Tamiami Trail, Port Charlotte 

 
 

 Wednesdays     Mickey Basil      6:to 9 pm 
 

 Thursdays  Three Men & a Lady Quartet  6:to 9 pm   

 Fridays    Danny Sinoff Trio    7 to 10 pm 
 

 Saturdays   Tony Boffa Quartet  7 to 10 pm 
 
 Call ahead for reservations  941-255-0994 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE 
SINGLE $50  - COUPLE $100 

 

1 CONCERT COSTS $20  
for non-members 

 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams  
and other activities 

Membership card active for 1 year 
from the month that you join. 

Hotline: 941-766-9422 

INGROOV JAZZ BIG BAND  
1ST & 3RD WEDNESDAY 

EACH MONTH NOV 2018 THRU APRIL 2019 
Held in the Music room of the Charlotte Cultural 

Center from 2 to 4pm 

CCJS on the Web! 
 

www.ccjazz.org 
 

  Check the concert schedule 
 

  Join the jazz society  
 

  Preview upcoming  
    concerts and events 
 Find out where your favorite 

jazz artists are playing  
 

LIKE us on Facebook  
www.facebook.com 

Charlotte County Jazz -CCJS 

 

A REMINDER TO ALL SCHOOL 
BAND DIRECTORS 

  
All directors, middle school, high school and 

college students will be given a FREE pass to 
get into any CCJS concert.  Please stop by the 

membership desk as you enter the theater 
with your ID for your free pass for the evening. 

 88 Keys Florida at the Wyvern Hotel 
 

101 E. Retta Esplanade,  
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 

 

Thursdays Tony Boffa  6 to 9 pm 
 

Fridays    TBA - 7 to 10 pm 
 

Saturdays   Mickey Basil     6 to 9 pm 

In Tune is published four times a year (Oct., Dec., Feb., and 
April).  We welcome pertinent articles, letters and news items 
space permitting.  Opinions expressed are those  of  the  writers 
and not necessarily those of the CCJS.  
 

Don’t forget to take advantage of our CCJS email list.  We try to 
send out reminders for events by email.  Please send your name 
and email address to Connie at  
 
intunejazz@gmail.com 
 

Membership questions call Connie 941-235-9482 
 

The Sarasota Jazz Project 
William H Wakeman III Cultural Center Theater 

box office (941) 625-4175 X 221.  
  website - www.theculturalcenter.com       

MONDAYS         
November 19, 2018     December 17, 2018 

January 21,  February 18, March 25, April 22, 2019    
All concerts start at 7:30pm 

Several guest artists are scheduled including Lisanne Lyons, 
Greg Nelson and Art Hallett                                                               



 

 

CCJS 2019  Of f i cers    
 

 Dave Nims, President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.743.9511 
 Jim Howarth Vice President  . . . . . . . . . .  941.505.2789 
 Chris (Brown) Fitzgerald, Treasurer . . . . . 941.629.5338  
 Lynda Platt, Secretary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.347.8403 
Directors  
 Ennis Bisbano, Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . . 941.623.0619 
 Fred Capitelli, Scholarship . . . . . . . . . . . . .   941.743.2157 
 Mimi Chang, Finance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   561.818.9015 
 Dan Cobb, Finance  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   740.361.4060 
 Pam Koontz, Scholarship . . . . . . . .. . . . . .   941.749.0469 
 Aaron Lucas, Scholarship  . . . . .  . . . . . . . .    502.386.3631     
 Tom Osborne, Jazz Jams . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  941.625.2123 
 Mike Parmelee, Concert & Jam Coordinator  . .  
 Charlotte Quinn, Historian . . . . . . . . . . . . .  715.570.7593 

   
 
 

CCJS HOTLINE:  941.766.9422 
www.ccjazz.org 

www.facebook.com/ccjazzsociety    
 

Photography by Ken Franckling 

All That’s Jazz 

P.O. Box 495321 
Port Charlotte, Florida 33949  

2018-2019  
Concert Season 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October  8   LISA KELLY / JB SCOTT 
                             SEXTET 
     
November  12 BILL ALLRED & his         
  CLASSIC JAZZ BAND 
 
December 10  DAN MILLER/LOU DEL GATTO 
    QUINTET  
 
January  14    MIKE FROST BAND  
   
 

February  11  PETER & WILL ANDERSON 
     
 

March   11    JIM ROBERTS SAXTET 
 
 

April  8  M&M LATIN JAZZ ENSEMBLE  
 

 

Name :______________________________ 

Address: ____________________________ 

City: _______________________________ 

State: ____________Zip:_______________ 

Phone: ____________ Cell:______________ 

Email:_______________________________ 

Occupation / Special Skills: 

Musician?________ Willing to Volunteer?__ 

Mail check made to CCJS : CCJS 
PO Box 495321, Port Charlotte, FL 33949 

Rolling membership available.   
Single $50  - Couple $100 

Members get 7 Concerts, 7 Jams and other activities.  
Membership card active for 1 year from the month that 

you join. 
Hotline: 941-766-9422 

Www.ccjazz.org 
Www.facebook.com/ccjazzociety 

intunejazz@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


